AMERICAN FOULBROOD

Information is starting to circulate that there has been an outbreak of AFB in the Fleetwood area. In view of the fact that AFB is considered to be the worst possible disease to affect honey bees, I am staggered that DEFRA has not officially informed (with bells whistle and all) North West beekeepers of the outbreak. No doubt they have some political reason for not doing so, but we, in the North West of the country are being left in a dangerous situation without proper information.

American Foulbrood was the main reason bee inspectors were put in being in the first instance - to look for and destroy all colones found to be infected. It was, and still is, the reason for bee disease insurance as it is considered to be the equivalent of foot and mouth disease in cattle and the law decrees everything has to be destroyed - hives, bees, honey - the lot. It all has to be burned and destroyed, the very same treatment given to cattle with foot and mouth disease.

My information, for what it is worth, is that the outbreak in Fleetwood is directly connected to Scotland were it may have got out of hand and is a cause for great concern for the powers that be up there.

I do believe that the outbreak has been cleared up in Fleetwood but I’m told that it takes a long, long time to be sure it has completely gone. It also take a lot of finding, unless you are looking for it specifically. 

I have never even heard of it in our area, it is a real rarity here. I have seen it at the central science labs at York, a very slight difference in the capping of worker brood is the only indication at the early stage (For more information take a look at www.honeybeekeeping.co.uk/cms/beekeeping-news/ccccc 

When it is found, it has to be destroyed. If it is left too long it will spread like wildfire, so we must protect ourselves. No bees, no hive or hive parts, no honey, absolutely nothing  to do with bees - no mater how remote from them it may be - if it comes from Fleetwood and not even the shirt from someone from Scotland.   Is there no end to this disease business?!  






Bill Ainsworth.

