APIARY HYGIENE DO’S AND DON’TS

                                   DO’S

a) Keep your equipment i.e. bee suit, hive tool smoker and wellis clean and free from wax/propolis wherever possible.

b) Change brood combs regularly, i.e. 2 to 3 per colony per year.

c) Consider Shook Swarming at least one colony per year.

d) Buy bees and queens from a reputable/known source.

e) Clean up any wax or honey left/spilt in the apiary.

f) After extracting, if possible, replace supers back on same hives.

g) Try to wear disposable gloves, even if you have to put them over others.

h) Always put supers on an upturned roof and cover with crown board or cloth to reduce robbing.

                                 DON’TS

a) Feed foreign honey (i.e. supermarket honey) or honey of unknown source or honey from diseased colonies to your bees.

b) Leave comb/honey in your apiary to be cleaned up/robbed.

c) Leave ‘wet’ supers around to be robbed, always return to hives late evening.

d) Buy bees from unknow source i.e. South/Devon, high risk of Foulbrood and or varroa resistance

TIPS.

Propolis can be removed by soaking equipment in washing soda or wiping with meths.

Wash bee suits regularly as stings received at previous inspections will alarm bees to sting without provocation.

Keep an empty bucket with bee tight lid in your apiary to hold comb scrapings/rubbish etc.

Keep your apiary clean and tidy; do not allow bees to rob as this can cause disease to spread.

Face your colonies in different directions; paint different colours and space well apart to reduce drifting.

If visiting other peoples apiaries make sure your kit is clean, particularly when visiting association/communal apiaries. 

