December Tips.
· At this time of year all your bees should be ready for going into the winter cluster. They should have been fed syrup (2lb sugar to 1pint of water right up to when they stop taking it. This will ensure that apart from giving the bees food it will also help the queen to keep laying, ensuring you have lots of winter bees to take you through the winter. Make sure you have put some Thymol into the syrup, this will help with Varroa control.

· Now is the time to put on candy, some beekeepers make the mistake of just putting 1 piece over the hole where the porter bee escape goes, BIG MISTAKE. What you should do is take off the crown board and leave it off and then put as many pieces of your candy all over the top of the brood frames. This will ensure that if the cluster moves there will always be food for them, unlike if there was only one piece of candy over the hole where the porter bee escape goes. Put on an ECK which will make sure that when you put the roof back on its sealed.
· Make sure that you have an open mesh floor on the hive which is open so as to let air into the hive. This along with having no crown board on the hive will ensure the bees are well ventilated and that no dampness gets into the hive. A good idea also is to tilt the hive so that the back is a little higher than the front which will allow any dampness to leave the hive, this will also help if driving rain tries to enter the hive.

· Close down the hive entrance with either a hive block, restricting the hive entrance to about 2inches by ¼ to 3/8 of an inch or a put on a metal mouse guard. This will stop any mice going into the hive.
· Put a strap or some strong string around the hive, just in case you have really bad gales which could detach the hive from the open mesh floor. Do this after you have done the following.

· On a nice cold day you can treat your bees with oxalic Acid. A link here will show you how to make and treat your bees. The easiest way to treat is with the trickle method as it is the safest way. Remember that this stuff can be dangerous and need treating with total respect. If you are uncertain how to mix it up or afraid it would be best to see someone who knows how to mix it for you, then all you have to do is trickle it into the hives which is easy to do. Any member of Darwen Beekeeping Group can get some from Bob at a small charge.
· The last thing to do is to put on a good waterproof roof and put a few bricks or stones in top to keep everything weighted down.
· If you have done all the above and providing your bees are fed well and strong you should have no problems with your bees and should get them through the winter ok. They should not have problems with Nosema as they are well combs and most importantly no damp can get into the hive. The Varroa will also  have been killed off with Oxalic Acid
· Please remember DAMP and WETNESS kill bees. COLD DOES NOT. In Canada and some parts of the USA the temperature can drop to -30 and the bees are ok in the cluster and survive the winter better that here in the UK. They don’t eat anything as its too cold, so they always have lots of stores, where here in the UK they eat more as some days it’s warm and other cold, making the bees eat more. That is why you must feed hard in autumn and leave on candy all winter.
· Your Brood Boxes and Supers that are in good order need to be stored above some Acetic Acid. Easy to do, just put an ECK floor and then put in a bowl of acetic acid, then put you stored brood frames and supers above all this and then seal it with a crown board. Doing this will kill off any wax moth that me be in the brood and super boxes and prevent any getting in. After the winter remove the acid and air out the boxes before putting onto the bees.
· That is about all you can do for them. Next month we will be looking at things you can be doing to prepare yourself for the coming season.
· If you need any advice you can send an e-mail to webmaster@blackburnbeekeepers.com and we will do our best to answer your query, or if you can think of anything else that may be of help again contact the us at webmaster@blackburnbeekeepers.com

Thank you and have a lovely Christmas and all the best for the New Year

BOB and Michael

