More Beekeeping Tips
 Keep your hive on a stand so the top of your brood box is level with your hands. This makes inspection much easier, keeps the entrance above the grass and keeps the hive floor drier so reducing floor rot. 
 The entrance and floor rim need to be no more than 8mm high. This stops the bees building comb below the frame bottom and reduces mouse ingress in winter. 
 In September place a super with comb frames under the brood box for the winter. This reduces the attraction of mice as the heat they seek is in the brood above their detection. It can be used for food storage. At the end of the winter the super can be placed above the queen excluder and bees will go through the excluder because it has the right smell. 
 Use frames with Hoffman spacers in the brood box and Manley frames in the supers. This reduces propolis build up. 
 Top bee space is preferable as this reduces the risk of frames adhering to the box above. If you slide the queen excluder back onto the bee box it also prevents bee head decapitation. 
 Use Varroa floors all year. 
 When hiving a swarm place a queen excluder under the brood box (on top of the floor), to prevent the queen from leaving and the swarm absconding. Leave for three days so all the honey the bees have in their stomachs is used for wax making and the queen is laying before removing the queen excluder. 
 The use of Vaseline on the runners and below the frame parts that rest on the runners will reduce propolis build up. Vaseline can also be applied to the parts where the frames touch each other. 
 Use a dummy frame in every brood box. Removing the dummy frame first at brood inspection helps in the removal of the first frame and replacing helps tighten frames. 
