November Tips.
· For us in the Northwest, excessive moisture in our hives is one of our biggest concerns. Make sure lids are watertight, that hives are tilted so water drains out and away, and that there is sufficient ventilation. Leave on the open mesh floors and take off the crown board. This is even more important in January when brood rearing and metabolism increase hive moisture.
· At this time the bees are clustered together in dormancy, except for those periodic warm spells that allow the bees to break their cluster, move closer to stored honey, and make those all important cleansing (defecating) flights.
· These periodic warm spells afford the opportunity to visually assess the health of our hives and to do emergency manipulations, if necessary. As a rule, never open a hive during the winter unless there is a good reason and the temperature is at least 45°F. Work around the cluster rather than through it.
· Take note of the colonies that are flying little or not at all during these periodic warm spells. Do a cursory check for weight (lift the hive to assess) and to determine whether or not the hive is alive (place your ear against the wall, thump it with your hand, and listen for the buzz).
· For hives low on stores, feed fondant or frames of honey, Best to leave it on all over the top of the frames where the cluster when it moves can get at it.. Do not feed syrup at this time. Bees cannot remove the extra moisture, and too much water in the bee’s diet in conjunction with confinement leads to dysentery.
· For hives that have died out , determine why the hive succumbed (usually queenlessness) and make sure frames are free of scale from disease. Shake out the dead bees. Then clean and return the equipment to storage.
· Check your apiary occasionally -- especially after a storm. Make sure that the lids are secure and verify that animals (e.g., mice, badgers, and humans) have not been bothering (e.g., chewing, eating, or vandalizing) the hives.
· Consider placing your order for queens now. Demand for queens has increased during the last few years.
· Give honey and/or candles to family, friends, farmers, and growers for the season and holidays.
· Get making some equipment as its very expensive if bought from the main suppliers and most of the equipment is very easy to make.

· Read a few books on those cold winter nights.
