Things to do in January and February. In fact all the winter months
Lots of us beekeepers make the mistake of doing nothing when the bees are bedded down for the winter. Oxalic Acid treatment carried out and the jobs a gud un, so we say in this neck of the woods. The truth is there are lots of jobs to be doing in the workshop/ bee house, which are best done over the winter months. We will list a few below.

· Firstly you cannot do anything to the bees as they are now in a cluster, with the candy you put on last month, along with the mouse guards. It’s up to you how you have looked after them and built up your bees ready for going through the winter, along with some luck and decent, cold, dry weather, and you will know if you have won when the bees start to fly again. Don’t do into them, leave them alone as you can do more harm than good if you do.

· Make sure your hives are secure and protected from any winter rain and storms, put some weight of the roof and tilt the hive forwards. Make sure you have an open mesh floor on the hive which will give the bees plenty of ventilation. Cold will not kill bees but dampness will.
· Check and replace any damaged frames in any stored equipment and replace any dirty combs. If you take the wax foundation out ready for melting, always sterilize the frames with a blowtorch which will get rid of any disease that may be in them.
· Any brood boxes or honey supers can be sterilized, again by taking out any frames and going over the boxes with a blow torch. This will again get rid of any problems that may be there.

· Storage of your brood boxes and supers. These should be stored above acetic acid. The easy way is to place an eke on the floor, then put a bowl of acetic acid on the floor also. By doing this you will keep the acid away from the frames. On top of the eke can be stored the brood boxes and supers with the frames and wax foundation. About 6 high is about right. In top put a crown board so that everything is sealed in. By doing all this, all will be air tight and will let the fumes circulate around. It is a sure way to keep out any wax moth which can be a big problem with stored equipment. They say it also helps control any nosema spores that may be about. About a week before you are ready to use them all you need to do is air everything out and the jobs a good one.   
· Make sure you have one extra, clean set of equipment for each hive you have. Many beekeepers make the mistake of not having enough equipment of hand when the honey flow starts and are left running around and panicking. This is the time when things are quiet to get at least one set of equipment ready and have enough of everything to carry out your swarm control method when the time comes.
· Make sure you have enough clean supers ready for the honey flow as you will be, again running around when you come to look for them and nothing is ready.
· On a nice day check to see if your bees are flying as this is the time the bees will go out on cleansing flights.  Honeybees are capable of retaining their waste products in the bowel which can be greatly expanded to almost fill the abdomen and as soon as they get a mild day they will come out and empty them. It’s nice to see them flying as you know that they are ok. Again don’t go into the hive as you will cause more harm than good and if you did there is nothing at all you can do.
· Check your protective clothing, wash and mend.
· Instead of going and buying any equipment, start to make some of your own. Equipment can be very expensive and there are lots of things you can make yourselves. We have, on the website, under the banner, Plans for Hives and other Equipment, lots of plans, where you can have a go at making your own stuff, which will save you a small fortune. Have a go and you will be surprised what you can do.
· Read a few books and maybe, if you are inclined, study for some of the BBKA Modules. The best place to get books is at Northern Bee Books, where you will find more than anything you will ever need.  If you want to go for the BBKA modules and it matters little if you don’t want to bother. You will have to join the BBKA.
Ok that’s about it. If you need any advice and you are a member of Darwen and District Beekeepers you can always contact Bob or Michael. The website for all you twitters is www.blackburnbeekeepers.com.

